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Mapping Manuscript Migrations



Reflections from MMM

1. Research Process
● Mediating research questions, model development, and tooling

● (and managing expectations)

2. Staying true to sources

● ‘Compromised’ modelling

3. Linked Data tools for scholarship

● Visualisation vs. research
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1. Research Process

● Workshop with scholars in the field
○ Explained our data sources
○ Gathered a ‘wish list’ of research questions
○ Prioritisation of apparently viable questions
○ Further exploration of those questions (expectation management)

● The scope of model development was bounded by research questions
○ Research questions were prioritised according to data available

●  Deploy the model through visualisation and tooling
○ First deployment is ‘cheating’ - we know(ish) it will work
○ Expectation that ‘real’ research happens once data and tool are available 

for open-ended exploration

3

This took 
a long 
time!



2. Staying true to sources

4

Medieval Manuscripts 
in Bodleian Libraries

Text Encoding Initiative 
(TEI) XML documents

10,000 catalogue records; 
more than 1,000 with detailed 
provenance information

Schoenberg Database 
of Manuscripts

Relational database - 
bespoke data model

247,000 records containing 
provenance-related observations of 
manuscript histories

Bibale
Relational database - 
bespoke data model

More than 16,000 manuscript records 
with detailed provenance information



Fine miniature, border, initial. By William Abell. 
Fine drawing (retouched) of 16th century, end, fol. 
9. (P&A iii. 974, pl. XCI)

Medieval Manuscripts in the Bodleian Libraries
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<decoNote>Fine miniature, border, initial. By 
<persName role="Art" key="person_96012549">
William Abell</persName>. Fine drawing (retouched) of 
16th century, end, fol. 9. (P&A iii. 974, pl. 
XCI)</decoNote>

Medieval Manuscripts in the Bodleian Libraries

6

Reminder: dates



Medieval Manuscripts in the Bodleian Libraries

Rich, complex data.
No prescribed structure.
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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts



Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts
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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts
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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts
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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts
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Schoenberg Database of Manuscripts (SDBM)

Simpler data.
Structure enforced by database
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Bibale



Bibale

ID TYPE NAME / VALUE

...239 Person Guillaume Aguenin

...239 Death Date 1508

...239 Sex Male

15



Bibale

16



Bibale

Rich, complex data.
Some prescribed structure.
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Linking the Data Sources

● Linked Open Data (RDF)
● Common Data Model
● Interpreting the sources in terms of the data model

● (= many meetings)
● Entity Reconciliation
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Reconciliation: Vocabularies

→ map to TGN
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3. Linked Data tools for scholarship

● How is the data going to be used?

● (Good) visualisation conveys results?

● How do we support active scholarship?
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Research Questions



Bibale Oxford SDBM MMM 
portal

Impossible to answer 8 8 6 0

Partly answered 16 12 12 8

Fully answered 1 5 7 17
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The MMM project team



Mapping Manuscript Migrations

MMM Portal:  https://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org/

Dataset: https://zenodo.org/record/4440464 

GitHub: https://github.com/mapping-manuscript-migrations 

SPARQL: http://ldf.fi/mmm/sparql 

https://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org/
https://zenodo.org/record/4440464
https://github.com/mapping-manuscript-migrations
http://ldf.fi/mmm/sparql

