
MUSIC DATABASES
AN OVERVIEW OF

b y  M a r i s a  G o l d m a n  a n d

A n n a  d e  B a k k e r



Digital, wiki-based library of public domain music scores;  recordings
for subscribers
Many servers to comply with varying copyright regulations in
Canada/EU/USA
Mostly Western Classical, instrumental focus
Includes (older) editions and some manuscript sources
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IMSLP
International Music Score Library Project / Petrucci Music Library



Categories: instrumentation (not voicing!), genre, language, period, nationality,
difficulty... 
Google-based keyword search for other queries
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IMSLP
International Music Score Library Project (IMSLP) / Petrucci Music Library



43,007 choral and vocal works;  at least 4,232 composers
Renaissance and English music particular strengths
User-submitted editions
Wiki-based; includes composer pages, text pages, community
discussion
Can search by voicing, language, period, occasion, language, as well
as across categories ("SSA music in Latin for St. Cecilia")
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CHORAL PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY 
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CHORAL PUBLIC DOMAIN LIBRARY 
Example page:
William Mundy's Beati
immaculati in via

(two editions and a
transposition
provided)



Open collection of digitized sheet
music across libraries
Metadata harvested and hosted at
UCLA
41 sheet music collections, including
Library of Congress; many works
digitized
Over 350,000 records
Largely North American focus (19th-
20th c.)
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SHEET MUSIC CONSORTIUM



THE MLC
The Mechanical Licensing Collective is a nonprofit organization designated
by the U.S. Copyright Office as part of the Music Modernization Act of 2018,
which updated the U.S. Copyright Law to make statutory licensing fairer for
creators and more efficient for digital music providers.

In January 2021, The MLC began administering blanket mechanical licenses
to eligible streaming and download services, and then will also collect the
royalties due under those licenses and pay the correct individuals. 

The MLC also built a publicly accessible musical works database that
creators and music publishers can use to submit and maintain their
musical works data.
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MUSIC STATS IN REAL TIME

By connecting Last.fm to a music service,
you can view your music streaming stats in
real time, recieve weekly reports, access
your listening history, and more.

Last.fm gathers user information via
scrobbles, which is the information
transferred to Last.fm's database.

SCROBBLES

LAST.FM
Founded in 2002, Last.fm is an online
music database that tracks users
listening statistics and uses those to
offer recommendations and act as a
social networking service.

The site did once offer a radio
streaming service, but that was
discontinued in 2014.



This information does
change daily.
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reviews
ratings
staff picks
sound samples
personalized recommendations. 

AllMusic  describes itself as "a comprehensive and in-depth
resource for finding out more about the albums, bands,
musicians, and songs you love."

Besides the information related to the music, the database also
has 

Artist and album data comes from their data provider Xperi. 

ALLMUSIC
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There are over 28 million items cataloged on the site, with the
three biggest genres being Rock, Electronic, and Pop music. 
Vinyl is the most cataloged format, followed by Album, and
then CD. 
The database covers the years 1860-2022, split into decades,
with the most cataloged decades being 2000 and 2010.

Founded in 2000, Discogs is a database of information about
audio recordings. It was initially founded to become the largest
database of electronic music, but now includes releases of all
genres. 

The website is crowdsourced, with over 645 thousand people
contributing to the site. 
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DISCOGS
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COMPMUSIC

Funded by the European Research Council from
2011 to 2017
is focused on the advancement in the field of MIR
by approaching current research challenges from a
culture-specific perspective. 

the extraction of features from audio music
recordings related to melody and rhythm
on the semantic analysis of the contextual
information of those recordings. 

Computational Models for the Discovery of World's
Music

CompMusic focuses on 

Hindustani (North India)

Carnatic (South India)

Turkish-makam (Turkey)

Arab-Andalusian (Maghreb)

Beijing Opera (China)



Freesound was started in 2005 in the Music Technology
Group of Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona, and is
currently maintained by the Freesound team, which is
composed of current and former researchers and
students of the research group. 

Freesound is a collaborative database of audio snippets,
samples, recordings, and all other sorts of sounds
released under Creative Commons licenses. 

Freesound has a variety of uses, including browsing,
uploading, downloading, and interacting with fellow
artists. 
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FREESOUND
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MUSIPEDIA
Musipedia is a searchable, editable, and expandable collection of tunes, melodies, and
musical themes. 

An entry consists of a bit of sheet music, a MIDI file, textual information and the Parsons
Code (melodic contour). Entries can be edited by anybody.  

Musipedia uses the Melodyhound search engine.

Melody SearchMelody Search Contour-based SearchContour-based Search Rhythm-based SearchRhythm-based Search

You can search by melody by utilizing a piano keyboard, dragging the mouse, or
whistling.
 You can search by contour by utilizing the melodic contour search. 
You can search by rhythm by tapping out a rhythm.



Page 15 of 18



MUSEDATA
Themefinder has been developed at the
Center for Computer-Assisted Research
in the Humanities at Stanford University
and the Cognitive and Systematic
Musicology Laboratory at the Ohio State
University. 

Themefinder provides search access to
a database containing tens of
thousands of short melodies and
musical incipits. 

The Themefinder database contains the
initial portions of melodies for about
20,000 themes from Classical and
Folksong repertoires. Text and musical
searches can both be done on the site.
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THEMEFINDER
Developed by the Center for Computer-
Assisted Research in the Humanities at
Stanford University, Musedata is a
synchronized set of encoded symbolic data.

The website is an online front for the
muse2ps command line program. Musical
data can be loaded into the converter and
can output PostScript, PDF, or PNG images of
the music.

The main holdings are for major composers c.
1690-1830: Bach, Corelli, Handel, Vivaldi,
Haydn, Mozart and Beethoven. 

http://www.ccarh.org/
http://dactyl.som.ohio-state.edu/CSM_lab.html


https://drm.ccarh.org/
https://adam.ccarh.org/
https://eve.ccarh.org/

DIGITAL RESOURCES FOR MUSICOLOGY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_digital_musical_document_
libraries
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https://drm.ccarh.org/
https://adam.ccarh.org/
https://eve.ccarh.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_digital_musical_document_libraries


THANK YOU


